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SERVING OUR COMMUNITY FOR 50 YEARS

Letter from the
Executive Director
Dear Friend,

HAPPY TAILS

SERVING OUR
COMMUNITY

At the Animal Protection Society of Durham, every animal
matters equally and is extremely important to us. Our goal
and purpose is to meet the needs of each and every animal
as they enter the shelter, provide assistance to keep pets
in their homes, and work to end animal homelessness. We
work to relieve pain and suffering, enrich life, and build
lifelong bonds between people and animals. Because of
you, the medical and behavioral needs of the animals in
our care and pet owners are met with compassion, respect,
dignity and the best practices and resources at our disposal.
Because of you, we can aid our neighbors in keeping their
pets in their homes during difficult times.

Mosely

This year has been a challenge for us all – personally and
professionally. But there also have been some silver linings.
Our staff stepped up to the challenges this year and we are
a better shelter because of it. You – our donors, volunteers
and adopters have answered our calls for support, and
we are a better shelter because of you. This time has
required that we think differently, work differently, and
communicate differently than we did before the pandemic.
We are a better shelter because of the changes we have
implemented.
Sometimes a crisis brings out our best selves. It certainly
requires us to adapt to survive and thrive. Because of you,
we were able to adapt quickly, making the necessary
changes for the animals. Your volunteer and financial
support ensured that we had – and still have – the resources
to be the best shelter we can be for Durham.
We are Durham proud because of YOU. You deserve our
best. The animals deserve our best. Because of you, we
keep going, better and stronger than ever before.
For the animals,
Shafonda Davis
Executive Director

Staff
supporting
the Walk

Bow

Sweet senior Mosely was
in our adoption program
for over a year, being
cared for by APS and his
foster volunteer family,
when his foster mom Corey
decided to make him a
permanent part of the
family. There are no age
limits or time limits to the
care we will provide for
animals in need at APS,
and Mosely’s Happy Tail is
a perfect example of that.
When Bow came to
APS of Durham in April
2020, we were there
for him – to comfort his
anxiety, to provide for his
medical needs, to remove
his matted fur so that he
could find some relief and
comfort. Bow was able
to go into a caring foster
home where he found
stability, love, and care.
The best part—Bow found
his new loving family.

FOSTER
We adapted our adoption
process to offer virtual
meet and greets between
animals and potential
adopters. By moving
the process online we
could maintain a social
distance and keep our staff,
adopters, and animals as
safe as possible. We expanded the foster volunteer
program, receiving temporary housing and support
from our community volunteers for more than 885
animals this past year. Fostering improved the quality
of life for the animals in our program by reducing their
stress, introducing good manners, and ensuring they
got a lot of love while awaiting their next home. In
return, the animals gave love, companionship, and
comfort during this time of uncertainty and isolation.
You literally kept our adoption program operating.

ADOPTIONS
When the Coronavirus
pandemic began in the
spring of 2020, APS staff
and volunteers quickly
adapted all programs and
processes. Families wanting
a furry friend realized this
could be the perfect time to
welcome a new pet because
they were spending time at
home. Adopters could have
a virtual meet and greet,
see the pets’ personality,
complete all paperwork
digitally with our Adoption
Counselors and finally bring
home a new family member.

EVENTS
APS holds many events big and small throughout a typical
year, and we love engaging with the community this way.
2020 presented a big challenge for events, but APS found
a way to stay connected and hold many events in a brand
new way.
The first test in the spring was the annual Walk For The
Animals. This event is cherished by many in the community
and has been going on in some form or another for about
40 years. Although we were not able to gather at Duke
East Campus like most years, we still came together online
for the animals, met our fundraising goal and then some,
and had a lot of fun doing it! Our sponsors were featured
online throughout the fundraising period, and many of our
vendors even stayed on as “virtual vendors” and were
displayed in a virtual vendor fair.
We have also continued to partner with our local
community event partners virtually. APS volunteers, staff,
and our incredible partners came together to creatively
come up with “Virtual Community Events”, a video series
that has been very successful in featuring our adoptable
animals and partners in a fun and enjoyable format.

PET PANTRY
In a year of many changes
and ups and downs, one
thing that has not wavered
in the slightest is APS’
dedication to the Durham
community. When APS
started hearing more and
more stories of Durham
Donations
pet owners facing financial
hardship due to loss of
income from COVID-19, the organization took
action to help. The Community Pet Pantry was
born, and thanks to generous donations from the
community we were able to provide food to petowners in need so they could keep their animals
in their home.

STELLAR STAFF
APS Foster Manager and
Medical Coordinator
Amanda Freeman wakes
up at 5 a.m. every day to
get her day started
caring for APS animals and
foster families. Amanda
makes matches between available animals and foster
parents, schedules pickups, provides supplies, and
follows up regularly to make sure the animal is adjusting
well and the foster family has all the support they need.
Amanda knows firsthand about the importance of pets
– she has four dogs and a cat, and she is a beekeeper.
“To be able to solidify the bonds between people and
their pets is worthwhile to me,” she says.

KITTEN SEASON
Every year, as summer begins, we
prepare to welcome hundreds of
kittens into our shelter. During “kitten
season” many newborn kittens
become separated from their
nursing moms and rely on constant
caregiving to survive, grow and
eventually find loving homes. This program takes lots
of staff time, special supplies, thoughtful training and
support, and willing volunteers. Because of YOU, kitten
season is one of our favorite times of the year.

APS BY THE NUMBERS

OUR GOALS

ons
Adopti

1,759

2,198

SPAY NEUTER
SURGERIES

4,245
ANIMALS
CARED FOR

436

Pets Reunited
With Owners

480
Kittens
Fostered

FOR 2021 AND BEYOND

22,770
VOLUNTEER HOURS

64

31,412

POUNDS OF DRY DOG
AND CAT FOOD PER
YEAR (PLUS 1,872
CANS OF CAT FOOD)

Heartworm
Treatments

349
Animals Paired
with Placement
Partners

PET PORTRAIT
FUNDRAISER
When our volunteers
were not able to spend
time at the shelter, we
reached for their help
with an art-based fundraiser. The Pet Portrait Fundraiser
had over 100 entries and raised over $3,400! So many
of our wonderful volunteers answered the call to help
APS from the safety of their homes. We are so grateful
to them for sharing their time and talents with APS.

•Increase the low-cost spay/
neuter resources offered in Durham County,
•Expand our current educational programs and
offerings for community members to get the
needed resources to care for their pets, such
as microchips, identification tags, behavior
assistance, and medical assistance,
•Continue to expand our partnership and foster
programs to better serve animals in need
outside of the shelter, and
•Further diversify our financial support by
building stronger alliances across all of
Durham’s public and business communities.
But we can only reach these goals with your
support. Luckily, there are many different ways
you can be a part of our life-saving work.
Options to support us go from a tax-deductible
contribution to a donation of your car, stock, cash,
pet food or – just as importantly – your time as a
volunteer. Find out more at:
www.apsofdurham.org/donate

FINANCIALS

Durham County
Funding Income
$730,688

TOTAL INCOME
$2,064,760

YOUR DONATIONS HELP US ACCOMPLISH

$25
$65
$100
$150
$200
$250
$278
$300
$525

Microchipping for
1 Shelter Animal
Cost to Spay/Neuter
1 Shelter Animal
Cost to Feed 250 Animals
for One Day
Average Medical
Care for 1 Animal
Tick & Flea Prevention
for 20 Dogs for 1 Month
Heartworm Treatment
for 1 Animal
Average Cost of Care & Feeding
for 1 Animal’s Length of Stay

9%
12%
25%

35%

TOTAL EXPENSE* 
$2,064,759

13%

9%

Events Income
$256,114
Shelter Programs Income
$188,650
APS Operating
Reserve
$384,312

% of total

78%

Animal/Veterinary
Care & Programs
Expense
$1,598,292
Administration &
Management Expense
$184,818
Fundraising & Events
Expense
$281,649

Feline Leukemia/FIV
Testing for 10 Cats
Heartworm Testing
for 30 Dogs

19%

Individual Donations
& Grants Income
$504,996

% of total

* Expense figures exclude the value
of in-kind donations and depreciation.

