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Register here now! 

 

Thank you for signing up for the 2023 Walk for the Animals!  

We can’t wait to have you join us in celebration on  

Saturday, May 27th, from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.  

for the 1.5 mile walk around Duke’s East Campus 

to help the homeless and neglected animals of Durham County.  

Our goal is to raise $110,000 – and with your fundraising efforts, we will!  

 

We know that in these uncertain and difficult times, making donations can feel difficult 

enough, let alone asking for donations from others. That can make fundraising on behalf of 

organizations we are passionate about particularly challenging. However, the important work 

at Animal Protection Society of Durham continues, even in times of crisis. Your support in 

raising funds for the care of the animals is needed now more than ever. If you are struggling to 

come up with the right words or images to use in your fundraising efforts, please look to these 

APS communications for help. You are more than welcome to share any and all Walk related 

graphics (downloadable here), social media posts, email copy, or website copy. We want to 

make it as easy as possible for you to fundraise for APS of Durham! 

Your headquarters for fundraising will be through an online portal here, making it is easy for you 

to raise much needed contributions for the Durham animals in need. This guide will help you 

navigate your online fundraising profile, and offer online fundraising tips and ideas, too. The 

social media portion of this guideline begins on page 5 – please check it out for important 

information on how to fundraise through your online networks!  

https://fundraise.givesmart.com/form/V1KKtQ?parent_id=790052&vid=xcoz9
https://www.apsofdurham.org/walk-fundraising-resources/
https://fundraise.givesmart.com/vf/2023WalkAPS


2 
 

  
 

 

 

Sign up to fundraise here by clicking the 

“register” button on the main page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click on the option that you prefer and enter a 

discount code if you’ve been given one. You’ll be 

prompted to choose your shirt size and enter your 

payment information.  

 

 

 

NOTE: If you decide later that you want to fundraise 

but didn't go through the steps to do so yet, No 

problem! Click here to sign up as a fundraiser:  

 

 

 

 

 

https://fundraise.givesmart.com/vf/2023WalkAPS
https://fundraise.givesmart.com/join/aps_of_durham/2023WalkAPS?vid=xeozi
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Please note the 2 sentences in bolded 

black and blue.  

If you are just wanting to register but 

are not intending on fundraising, you 

can either continue on with the form 

OR you can attribute your funds from 

registration and/or donations to 

support someone else in their efforts.  

If you are wanting to register and are 

intending to fundraiser, click “I’d like 

to sign up!” From there, you can 

either attribute funds from 

registration and/or donations to 

yourself or someone else. 

 

 

 

Now you’ll see this page where you can 

either persoanlize your page or join or 

create a team. See below for more details.  
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Now you’ll be able to personalize your fundraising page. The above screenshot of our event 

manager’s page shows what your new unedited page will look like after you register.  

You can edit your photo, change your goal, and edit your message to donors in this screen. This is 

a great place to personalize your message to your friends, family, co-workers and social network. 

They’ve taken the time to go to your fundraising page and are ready to donate so use that space 

to tell them what APS of Durham means to you!  

 

Click “save changes” to show your edits in the preview screen on the left. The preview screen is 

not clickable. 

If you didn’t personalize your page when you signed up, or want to wait, you can always edit it 

by following the link in your registration email. Just click “edit my page” and it’ll take you 

there. 
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Now it’s time to join up with others! Go to the top right of the page and click “Join or create a 

team”. You will be prompted to either create a new team or you can search for existing teams to 

join.  

If you create a team, you’ll be directed to personalize your team page as well by choosing the 

button at the top. Here you can edit the team profile pic, add photos to the page, change your 

team goal, and edit the team message, just like on your personal page.  

Now that you have registered as an individual or member of a team, what’s next? 
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Follow the link in your registration email to your fundraising page. (If you didn’t receive an 

email, check your junk/spam folders.) You can now start sharing that page or your team page 

with your potential donors.  

Below is an example of our Event Manager’s Walk Page and what each section means. 
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Remember, in order to share your fundraising page,  

you need to follow the link in your registration email.  

(Be sure to check your spam/junk mail in case it’s filtered.) 

Then you can copy and paste the link (as shown above) 

to share with your network. 

As always if you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to reach out. 

You can contact Dawn Drake at 919-560-0640 ext 235 or via email at 

Dawn.Drake@apsofdurham.org.  

mailto:Dawn.Drake@apsofdurham.org
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Social media can play a huge part in your fundraising success. Read on for tips, tricks, and blurbs 

that will help you with your posts! 

The Basics:  

• Post as often as you can. Not everyone will see your posts on their timeline. Plus, 

repetition is key! 

• Make your posts public so your network can share them and help you raise even more! 

• Personalize your post – Even though we’ve provided the graphics here and suggested text 

below, feel free to tell YOUR story. Your friends and family want to know why this makes a 

difference to YOU. 

• Have you participated in Walk for the Animals in the past? Posting a picture or video of you 

going for a walk, with or without your pet, in your Walk t-shirt is a simple way to get 

people excited about sharing our walks online on May 27th! 

• Always use #WalkWithMe2023 when posting on social media about the walk. 

• Make sure to tag Animal Protection Society of Durham in all your Walk posts (see handles 

below). We try to reshare as many posts as we can! 

• You can always share any Walk posts that APS makes and add your own personal note! 

APS accounts to tag 

• Facebook – @apsofdurham 

• Twitter – @APSofDurham 

• Instagram – @aps_of_durham 

• TikTok - @APSofDurham 

Sample posts for different days of the week utilizing hashtags for maximum outreach (Be sure 

to add your personal fundraising page link at the end.): 

• Monday Motivation (#mondaymotivation)  

Suggested message: “Who’s ready for a latte? My goal is to raise $100 this week to 

support @apsofdurham and their annual Walk for the Animals. I’ll randomly draw two of 

you to receive a Starbucks gift card if you donate $10 or more to my fundraiser. 

#mondaymotivation #WalkWithMe2023” 

• Tongues Out Tuesday (#tonguesouttuesday)  

Suggested message with picture/video of your pet with it’s tongue out: “I adopted my Alfie 

https://www.apsofdurham.org/walk-fundraising-resources/
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from @apsofdurham and he’s changed my life for the better. I can’t think of a better way 

of saying thank you than a donation to their Walk for the Animals! Can you give in honor of 

my silly Alfie? #tonguesouttuesday #WalkWithMe2023” 

• Wednesday Wisdom (#wednesdaywisdom)  

Suggested message: “Did you know that @apsofdurham has a kitten foster program to 

help the most vulnerable cats in our community? I am a big supporter of their efforts and 

I’m asking for your donations to their #WalkfortheAnimals. #wednesdaywisdom 

#WalkWithMe2023” 

• Throwback Thursday (#throwbackthursday)  

Suggested message: “Can you believe that just a year ago, I adopted Alfie from 

@apsofdurham? Join me on #throwbackthursday by sharing a memory of your pet! For 

more than 20 years, APS has been hosting their #WalkfortheAnimals fundraising event. 

Will you join me? #throwbackthursday #WalkWithMe2022” 

• Friday Friendship (or Fun) (#fridayfriendship/#fridayfun)  

Suggested message: “I really appreciate @Louann, @David and @Jake for the support they 

shared by making a donation to my #WalkfortheAnimals fundraiser. And thank you to 

@Johnny for joining my team! I’m so lucky to have such good friends! #fridayfriendship 

#WalkWithMe2023” 
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1. Expand your network. Think about all the people who can help you reach your fundraising 
goal. Get creative as you make your list. Think beyond the family and friends that you see every 
day. Consider people like colleagues, acquaintances, and others who have expressed interest in 
animal welfare. Many people want to give to a great cause… all you need to do is ask! 
 
2. Start low and then aim higher. Starting out with a smaller goal can make the fundraising 
process seem less intimidating and make your friends and family feel like any donation (even a 
small one) is really helping you to meet your campaign goal. Someone who can only give $10 may 
be more willing to give it to a campaign with a $100 goal than they would a $500 goal, because 
they think they are making more of an impact by giving you 10% versus 2% of your total goal. You 
can always raise your goal later, which will encourage more donations! 
 
3. Update and share your personal page! Your friends and family care about YOU! You are the 
reason why they are learning about what APS does, you are the person who is asking them to 
give, and you need to tell them why the APS mission is important to you. Update your personal 
fundraising page with your own picture and personal message, and then share it to start building 
a connection with those who you are asking to donate. Do the same if you’re in a team! (See 
instructions above on how to share.) 
 
4. Ask for specific amounts. By asking for specific amount like $20, you are more likely to get a 
donation of $20 and not $10. You don't have to ask for the same amount from everyone, but by 
always asking for a specific amount, you are more likely to get the donation amount you hoped 
for. You can even encourage specific amounts that mean something to you, like your favorite 
number, your age, or your sports number. For example, “I’m turning 35 this year and if 5 people 
donate $35 I can meet my goal! Won’t you help?” 
 
5. Don’t forget to send emails. Take a moment to copy and paste some of our pre-written 
messages (below) or create your own to email. While there are a variety of ways you can ask 
people to donate, the advantage of email asks is that you are making a connection with a specific 
person, making them more likely to donate than if they just saw a general ask while scrolling 
through their newsfeed. You can also add a line with a link to your fundraising page to your email 
signature, so you’ll be publicizing your efforts to everyone you email! 
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6. Use social media! Regularly send messages and share your fundraising link on social media to 
keep everyone updated on your progress. Be sure to take advantage of the Walk graphics that 
can be found online here as well as sample messaging above. You don’t have to make every post 
an ask - share inspiring and positive photos and anecdotes as well.  
 
7. Encourage “text to give”. Your personal keyword is a great way to share your campaign 
verbally. When you are chatting with people about your fundraising efforts, ask them to pull out 
their cell phones and text your personal keyword to 71777. Or send them a text – according to 
one study 98% of text messages are read and nearly half are responded to. (As a reminder, your 
text to give keyword is in the email that you were sent when you registered as a fundraiser. It is 
also at the very top of your fundraising page.) 
 
8. Give updates. You should keep people posted about you or your team’s progress towards your 
goal—and the APS’s progress towards our big overall goal. Here are some easy ways to share 
updates in your fundraising efforts with your friends and family: post weekly social media 
updates on where you’re at and share the percentage raised of your goal. Or send a bi-weekly 
email with a fundraising update and reasons why you are fundraising (don’t forget to include a 
donation ask!) FUN FACT: Crowdfunding campaigns get 126% more donations when fundraisers 
update supporters! 
 
9. Say thank you! Remember to follow up each donation with a personal thank you and a note 
about what their gift will mean for the animals and community that APS serves. Tag supporters in 
social media when they donate, send out a simple “I’m grateful for you!” text, or connect with an 
email. You can also send pictures after the Walk to your supporters. FUN FACT: 80% of donors 
say a simple ‘thank you’ would convince them to make a second donation – wow! 
 
10. If you really, really, really cannot bring yourself to ask... Don’t feel guilty about asking. You 
will find that people will be honored to be included in your fundraiser. Lots of people plan on 
donating, but simply forget due to your email getting buried in their inbox - follow up and 
encourage them to donate early. Just talk about APS, why it is important to you, and why you 
joined the walk/volunteer/do what you do for APS. If people are able to connect with your 
passion, then they will ask how they can help. If you are on a team, you can also reach out to 
your teammates and ask them how they ask people to donate. Just because you have your own 
page does not mean you have to do this on your own, especially if you have teammates/friends 
who you know are really successful fundraisers.  
 

 

 

 

https://www.apsofdurham.org/walk-fundraising-resources/
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We hope these tips will help with your Walk for the Animals fundraising campaign! 

 

Don’t forget! 

We always recognize and give a trophy & certificate to the top fundraiser, 

top team fundraiser, and top youth fundraiser.  

We also give medals and certificates to the two runners up in each category. 

So do your best and you just might win! 
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SHORT AND SWEET POST EXAMPLES: 

Include statements so that the person you ask for a donation will learn about the difference they 

will make in an animal’s life. Empower them with that information so they will be more 

interested in donating. Donors want to know that their contribution is going to a good cause. By 

breaking down the numbers for them, you’re making the difference their donation makes more 

concrete.  

Example: 

WE can make a difference. YOUR contribution will make a difference.  

Below are some examples of what various donation amounts mean for the shelter and animals. 

This has proven to be extremely effective in inspiring folks to get involved and may increase what 

people are willing to give. Feel free to copy and paste!  

 

If you donate $555, YOU will cover the cost of heartworm testing for 30 dogs! 

OR 

Together, if we raise $555, WE will cover the cost of heartworm testing for 30 dogs! 

 

If you donate $300, YOU will cover the average cost of care and feeding for one animal’s length 

of stay! 

OR 

Together, if we raise $300, WE will cover the average cost of care and feeding for one animal’s 

length of stay! 

 

If you donate $210, YOU will provide tick and flea prevention for 20 dogs for one month! 

OR  
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Together, if we raise $210, WE will provide tick and flea prevention for 20 dogs for one month! 

 

If you donate $160, YOU will cover the average cost of medical care for one animal. 

OR  

Together, if we raise $160, WE will cover the average cost of medical care for one animal. 

 

If you donate $105, YOU will cover the cost of feeding 250 animals for one day! 

OR  

Together, if we raise $105, WE will cover the cost of feeding 250 animals for one day! 

 

If you donate $70, YOU will cover the cost of spaying/neutering one animal!  

OR  

Together, if we raise $70, WE will cover the cost of spaying/neutering one animal!  

 

If you donate $30, YOU will cover the cost of microchipping one animal! 

OR 

Together, if we raise $30, WE will cover the cost of microchipping one animal! 

 

 

MIDDLE LENGTH POST EXAMPLES: 

APS works hard to benefit the Durham community. Sharing some examples of where we go 

above and beyond will encourage and inspire people to donate. We’ve included a few examples 

for you to copy and paste or share your own story. 

 

Did you know that APS has a community spay/neuter program? 

APS ensures that every animal they adopt out of the shelter receives a health and behavior 

assessment, vaccinations, a microchip, and is spayed or neutered before going to their new 

home. Their veterinary staff perform more than 1,600 surgeries per year, helping reduce the 
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number of unwanted or abandoned animals in the community. They also contract with local 

veterinary partners to provide a low or no cost option for community members to have their 

animals spayed or neutered.  

 

Have you heard about APS’s microchipping program? 

Durham County Animal Services deputies use microchip scanners to identify lost animals and 

reunite them directly with their owners. That’s why APS has instituted a program to microchip all 

dogs and cats who are redeemed by their owners from our shelter. Additionally, they’ve donated 

microchips to owned animals in the community, ensuring fewer stray animals experience 

stressful separations from their families.  

 

Have you heard about APS’s stellar kitten foster program? 

This program was created to provide critical 24-hour, life-saving care for nursing and orphaned 

kittens. They recruit and train a robust network of volunteers to care for kittens and nursing 

mothers in their homes. They furnish all of the supplies and medical services to nurture this 

fragile population. Caring staff are available around the clock to provide, support, and comfort to 

new and experienced foster volunteers alike.  

 

 

LONG AND STRONG EMAIL EXAMPLE: 

This story goes into more depth about the difference APS makes in our community.  

As always feel free to copy and paste, and use the pictures shown here. 

 

At Animal Protection Society of Durham, they value every animal that comes through their door. 

Each day that they can improve an animals’ chance for a healthy future is a good day. This is 

what makes Animal Protection Society of Durham standout:  They go that extra mile to restore 

the health – both physical and emotional – of the animals that enter their program.  

Above and beyond our robust standard of care, sometimes specialized surgery is necessary – 

surgery that is vital for a good quality of life. We would not be able to provide this level of care 

without your generous financial support. Will you please donate today to ensure animals are 

able to receive the care they need, improving their chance of finding a new home?  
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I would like to share a story with you, about two special animals that recently received 

extraordinary surgeries at APS of Durham. This shows that our value for the lives of all animals 

improves their chance of finding a forever home. 

Homer, a sweet and gentle dog, came to us with extensive injuries after being thrown from the 

bed of a truck and dragged behind the car. By the time he came to APS, his wounds were deep 

and infected – he needed all the love he could get. APS did what they do best, they provided 

lifesaving care for Homer and a restful place for him to recover. He is now thriving and is 

available for adoption!  

  

 

 

 

 


